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the result partly to the withdrawal of a selfish stimulus, partly to the intensifying of a social.
The former of these conditions he finds fulfilled in the disappearance of theological belief. In his view, the Christian religion is essentially the consecration of egoism, engaging the mind in one tremendous problem, how to make peace with the Infinite Power and secure eternal salvation. All that it does against the natural selfishness of man is to set up 'an Infinite egoistic Being1' to counteract and overbear it. 'Every believer,' he says, * always pursues a purely individual end, the unrivalled preponderance of which tends to repress every affection unrelated to it2.' 'The radical selfishness of the central feeling in the Catholic scheme was especially offensive to the best instincts of the feminine heart3:' 'corrupting the heart by an immense and incessant cupidity, and degrading the character by a servile terror4.' Though it retains the names ' love to God' and * love to man,' they both denote modes of mere ' self-love,-' and ' are incompatible with the natural existence of benevolent instincts5.5 No theology indeed, and least of all Monotheism, can effect the regeneration of human character by basing it upon the social affections6.
With this estimate of the Christian Monotheism, as arraying the whole power of religion against the disinterested affections, it is no wonder that Comte reckoned on the decay of faith as the hope of social morals. It would at least fling off a preoccupying interest, and allow free play to the resources of the spontaneous nature for rising above the level of self-seeking desires. And this free play it is which Positivism turns to account so effectually, as for the first time to insure the progressive growth and ultimate ascendency of social aims.
This second and constructive part of his theory I find it difficult to present with satisfactory precision, being unable to link together its component thoughts. Its preliminary
1 Cat^chisme, p. 360.           2 Discours, p. 213.            3 Ibid. 220.
* Ibid. 392.               5 Catechisme, 149, 150.               fi Ibid.,264. ..
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